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Have events, resources, or articles related 
to literacy that you would like highlighted in 
future issues? Send them to the CLSD team 
at CLSDP@cde.ca.gov. 

Disclaimer: These professional learning 
opportunities and resources are intended 
solely to provide access to information. The 
inclusion of an opportunity or resource is 
neither an endorsement nor recommendation 
by the CDE.  

NEWSLETTER OVERVIEW 

A primary objective of California’s federally funded 
Comprehensive Literacy State Development (CLSD) 
grant program is to bring coherence to California’s 
system of literacy supports to improve student 
outcomes, birth through grade twelve. This newsletter 
supports this objective by providing information on 
literacy-focused activities happening within the California 
Department of Education (CDE), the Statewide System 
of Support, and at local educational agencies (LEAs) to 
help achieve the goal of aligning state and local literacy 
initiatives.  

CDE UPDATES 

Comprehensive Literacy State Development Update 

In 2019, the CDE was awarded $37.5 million in federal 
CLSD grant funds by the U.S. Department of Education 
(ED) to leverage and expand existing statewide 
infrastructure, guidance, and expertise to bring 
coherence to the system of literacy supports to improve 
student outcomes. The CDE distributed seven subgrant 
awards to COEs to support the project objectives as 
Literacy Lead Agencies (LLAs). This grant ended on 
September 30, 2025. To see the resources that LLAs 
developed to support their partner districts, check out the 
Literacy Resources Repository housed on California 
Educators Together.  

 

mailto:CLSDP@cde.ca.gov
https://www.caeducatorstogether.org/groups/hmdnyg/comprehensive-literacy-state-development-grant-resource-repository
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The CDE was awarded $38 million in the ED’s 2024 CLSD Award. Information on this grant can be 
read in the Federal Register. This opportunity extends over five years and is designed to advance 
literacy skills through the use of evidence-based practices, activities, and interventions, including pre-
literacy skills, reading, and writing, for children from birth through grade twelve, with an emphasis on 
key student groups, including children living in poverty, English learners, and children with disabilities.  

This program funds three consortia of COEs in the total amount of $36.1 million, led by three LLAs, 
San Bernadino Superintendent of Schools, Placer County Office of Education (COE), and Napa COE. 
LLAs are currently planning their kickoff events to be held this spring and summer.  

If you have questions about the CLSD Grant program, please send an email to CLSDP@cde.ca.gov. 
Information about the CLSD Grant and accompanying resources is available on the CDE CLSD web 
page. 

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Program  

Assembly Bill (AB) 181, Section 137 (Chapter 52, Statutes of 2022), Senate Bill 114, Section 115 
(Chapter 48, Statutes of 2023), and AB 121 authorized the Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists 
(LCRS) funding opportunities. Eligible school sites received an allocation to develop school literacy 
programs, employ and train literacy coaches and reading and literacy specialists, and develop and 
implement interventions for students in need of targeted literacy support. For a list of eligible school 
sites and frequently asked questions, see the Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Categorial 
Programs web page. 

Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Educator Training 

The CDE is pleased to announce that the Literacy Coaches and Reading Specialists Educator 
Training (LCRSET) grant has awarded a total of $42 million to the Sacramento County Office of 
Education (SCOE) to develop and provide training for educators to become literacy coaches and 
reading and literacy specialists. The third cohort is being onboarded to join all of the professional 
learning offerings that the LCRSET grant provides.  

For an overview of the LCRSET project, a breakdown of all of the COE hubs, and the LEAs that they 
are supporting, visit the LCRS web page. For more information on the supports that they provide, 
email their team at LCRSET@scoe.net.  

LCRS Extension 

The budget for 2026–27 amends Education Code 53009.1 to extend all three LCRS cohorts until 
June 30, 2031. Additional funds will also be allocated: $150 million for cohort 1, $100 million for 
cohort 2, and $100 million for cohort three. The budget bill can be read here. Each cohort will have 
the opportunity to opt out of the additional funds by September 30, 2026. The CDE will be in contact 
soon with all three cohorts with more information.  

Literacy Professional Learning 

AB 121 (Statutes of 2025) of the Education Omnibus Trailer Bill added Section 33319.6 to the 
California Education Code, which directs the California State Board of Education (SBE) to approve 
and the CDE to post on its internet website by September 30, 2026, criteria and guidance for the 
selection or development of in-service professional development (PD) programs for effective means 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-04-23/pdf/2024-08578.pdf
mailto:CLSDP@cde.ca.gov
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsd.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/clsd.asp
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB181
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB114
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB121
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/ca/literacycoaches.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/ca/literacycoaches.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/lcrsprogram.asp
mailto:LCRSET@scoe.net
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB126
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB121#:%7E:text=26%20fiscal%20year.-,SEC.%2015.,-Section%2033319.6%20is
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of teaching literacy in transitional kindergarten through grade five (TK‒5), inclusive, with a list of in-
service programs that have been deemed to meet those criteria.  

In order to be recommended for SBE approval, programs must align to the Criteria and Guidance for 
the Selection or Development of Literacy PD Programs, which was approved by the SBE on 
November 5, 2025. The window for program submissions closed in February.  

A Review Committee was selected via an application process for their expertise in evidence-based 
TK‒5 literacy instruction, English language development, and the precepts of effective PD to evaluate 
the submitted literacy PD programs. Following an independent review period, committee members 
participated in a week of deliberations in May, hosted by CDE and facilitated by our external 
contractor, WestEd. The proposed list of programs are now posted on the Literacy PD web page, 
under the Program List tab. Both appeals and public comment are open until July 15, 2026. The list 
will be presented to the Board for approval in September.  

Please refer to the CDE Literacy PD Programs web page for the most current timeline and 
information. If you have questions, please contact the team at PD@cde.ca.gov. 

Literacy Roadmap 
The CDE, in consultation with the SBE, continues to develop the California Literacy Roadmap in 
accordance with Section 117 of the Education Omnibus Budget Trailer Bill 114 (2023–24). The 
Literacy Roadmap is designed to support educators in applying the ELA/ELD Framework to 
classroom instruction, navigating available resources and professional learning opportunities, and 
improving literacy outcomes for all students with a strong focus on equity. 

English-Medium Classrooms 

• Released: TK–5 Literacy Content Blocks (May 2025) 
• Anticipated: 6–12 Literacy Content Blocks (summer 2026) 

 
Multilingual Programs 

• Anticipated: Multilingual Literacy Guidance (TK–12) (summer 2026) 
 
This work has been, and continues to be, carried out in collaboration with the SCOE and the San 
Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools. It has been informed by roundtable discussions with 
practitioners, education leaders, and subject matter experts from more than 10 languages. For more 
information, visit the CDE’s Literacy web page. 

Informational Literacy Webinar Series 
The CDE’s Statewide Literacy Office invites educators and families to explore the building blocks of 
California’s Comprehensive Approach to Literacy and Biliteracy. Discover how policy, planning, 
instruction, and tiered supports intersect—and learn how this alignment translates into effective 
classroom practices that strengthen teaching and improve student literacy outcomes. 

• August 13, 2026, from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. – California Literacy Roadmap: Guidance for 
Teaching Literacy in Multilingual Settings, TK–12 
Register for the California Literacy Roadmap: Guidance for Teaching Literacy in Multilingual 
Settings, TK–12  

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/pl/literacypd.asp?tabsection=3
https://surveys3.cde.ca.gov/s.asp?k=178043309404
https://surveys3.cde.ca.gov/go/literacy-pd-pl-publiccomment.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/pl/literacypd.asp
mailto:PD@cde.ca.gov
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cl/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dmfRmz4BT7uJhdxS6nrYmg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dmfRmz4BT7uJhdxS6nrYmg
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• August 20, 2026, from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. – California Literacy Roadmap: Literacy 
Content Blocks for English-Medium Classrooms, 6–12 
Register for the California Literacy Roadmap: Literacy Content Blocks for English-Medium 
Classrooms, 6–12  

Adolescent Literacy Professional Learning Series 
The West Comprehensive Center and the CDE are co-sponsoring a series of free events to build 
understanding and support implementation of evidence-based literacy practices in grades 4–9. This 
series builds on the 2022 ED document, Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4-9 
and on CDE’s soon-to-be published Literacy Roadmap document, Literacy Content Blocks for Grades 
Six–Twelve. Join us for any one or more of the events! 

• Overview of Evidence-based Adolescent Literacy Strategies, Wednesday, July 22, 2026, 
3:30–4:30 p.m. Register here. 

• Half-Day, In-Person Literacy Institutes  

o Regional Sessions – School teams are encouraged to attend! Choose one or more to 
register for here. 

 Sacramento, Tuesday, August 4, 2026, 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

 Fresno, Wednesday, August 5, 2026, 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

 Riverside, Thursday, August 6, 2026, 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

• Implementing Evidence-based Adolescent Literacy Practices Webinars. Choose one to 
register for here. 

o Role-Specific Sessions  

 County, District, & School Leaders, Wednesday, August 19, 2026, 3:30–4:30 p.m. 

 Instructional Coaches, Wednesday, August 26, 2026, 3:30–4:30 p.m. 

 Teachers & Interventionists, Wednesday, September 2, 2026, 3:30–4:30 p.m. 

For more information, contact the Statewide Literacy Office by email at 
statewideliteracycampaign@cde.ca.gov.  

ELA/ELD Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption 
The SBE has scheduled an English Language Arts/English Language Development (ELA/ELD) 
Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption for 2026. This follow-up adoption will consider publisher 
and content developer submissions for instructional materials programs designed for transitional 
kindergarten through grade eight. Final SBE adoption consideration of submitted programs is 
anticipated to occur in November 2026.  

The timeline of significant events is here. For additional information, please visit the CDE’s ELA/ELD 
Instructional Materials web page. You also may contact the CDE Curriculum Frameworks and 
Instructional Resources Division at ELA-ELDfollowupadoption@cde.ca.gov. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Zoo2bLeJR5SjGwMHu4SSbw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Zoo2bLeJR5SjGwMHu4SSbw
https://air-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_g6R9D01cQkybnAx-Qjsm-A
https://airtable.com/appW2ubRyHYasyqsQ/pagWDhAQGtDTHSfuJ/form
https://air-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_K1i_SdxLSDq3Ym_MQuDlYA
mailto:statewideliteracycampaign@cde.ca.gov
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/elaeldfupsigevents.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/
mailto:ELA-ELDfollowupadoption@cde.ca.gov
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Reading Instruction and Intervention Grant 

Through the Reading Instruction and Intervention (RII) grant program, known as Project ARISE, the 
Contra Costa COE and partners generate and disseminate professional learning opportunities for 
kindergarten through grade twelve public school educators across the state in the areas of evidence-
based literacy instruction, including biliteracy instruction; intensive literacy interventions; and support 
of pupils’ executive functioning skills. We are excited to announce that the RII grant award has been 
extended for an additional year through June 30, 2027.  

Educators can access Project ARISE’s five self-paced online courses on California Educators 
Together. For additional information about the RII grant, please visit the CDE RII Grant web page and 
the Contra Costa COE Project ARISE web page. Connect with the Project ARISE team at 
rii@cccoe.k12.ca.us. 

Recommended Literature List 

The Recommended Literature List for Prekindergarten through Grade 12 (Recommended Literature 
List) will be updated this summer with hundreds of new titles! The previous year’s titles will be 
available to download in an Excel list. Stay tuned for an announcement for this summer’s update. The 
CDE encourages educators and families looking for new books for their students to check out the 
Recommended Literature list for the latest and greatest children’s literature. And as always, all of the 
great resources accompanying each title are available on TeachingBooks! 

Bookshare curated a list for the 2025 update! Bookshare provides access to a huge collection of 
ebooks that are customizable for people with reading barriers. The U.S. Department of Education 
funds this project, so Bookshare is able to provide free access to U.S. students and schools. Make 
sure to check them out!  

Finally, the CDE is always seeking suggestions for recently published, high quality, multilingual books 
in language such as Spanish, Vietnamese, Mandarin, etc. to include in subsequent updates of the 
Recommended Literature List. To submit a title for our committee to consider, please fill out our title 
suggestion survey. If you have any questions, please email the team at LiteratureList@cde.ca.gov. 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES AND RESOURCES 

National News Literacy Conference 

The inaugural National News Literacy Conference, hosted by the NLP, brings together educators, 
district leaders and advocates from across the country for three days of learning, collaboration and 
inspiration. Designed as a fully in-person experience, this conference equips education professionals 
with practical tools to help students navigate today’s complex information landscape with confidence 
and critical thinking skills. It will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah, October 8–10, 2026. Learn more and 
register here.  

The NLP is also accepting proposals. Sessions should highlight and provide insights on some aspect 
of the conference theme — “Educating for a future founded on facts” — and be focused on deepening 
participants’ understanding of news literacy and help them teach it more effectively. Proposed 
sessions should also be aligned with one or more of the New Literacy Project’s five standards as 
described in its Framework for Teaching and advance one or more of NLP Grade Band Expectations. 
For more information, go to the conference submission portal. 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ps/riigrant.asp
https://www.cccoe.k12.ca.us/Departments--Schools/Departments/Curriculum-and-Instruction/English-Language-Arts-English-Language-Development/Project-ARISE/index.html
mailto:rii@cccoe.k12.ca.us
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/rl/
https://school.teachingbooks.net/tb.cgi?lid=15296
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/collection/567376
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/reclitsuggestion.asp
https://surveys2.cde.ca.gov/go/reclitsuggestion.asp
mailto:LiteratureList@cde.ca.gov
https://newslit.org/conference/
https://www.conferenceabstracts.com/uploads/documents/26972/1_12_26_NLP_Framework.pdf
https://www.conferenceabstracts.com/uploads/documents/26972/Gradebandexpectationsfornewliteracy.pdf
https://www.abstractscorecard.com/cfp/submit/login.asp?EventKey=OPLPRUMT
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Bookshare Resources 

Bookshare is a free online accessible eBook library that makes reading easier for students with 
dyslexia and other learning disabilities, visual impairments, or physical disabilities such as cerebral 
palsy. Students can customize their experience to suit their learning style and find virtually any book 
they need for school or the joy of reading. Bookshare's collection contains over one million eBooks 
including textbooks and supplemental educational materials, in five accessible formats so that 
students with reading challenges can have convenient access to the same learning materials as their 
peers. Bookshare is funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education 
Programs, and is available for free for U.S. schools and students. 
 

Subscribe to this newsletter by sending a blank email to join-cde-literacy@mlist.cde.ca.gov. Share 
with a friend! 

If you have a literacy-focused event or resource that you would like to see highlighted in this 
newsletter, reach out to the CLSD team at CLSDP@cde.ca.gov. 

https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
mailto:join-cde-literacy@mlist.cde.ca.gov
mailto:CLSDP@cde.ca.gov
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